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Year 6 

 

 

Silent 
letters 

 

a - artistically logically musically romantically,  
b -bomb dumb lamb numb thumb doubt debt climb comb crumbs numb subtle tomb  
c - abscess ascend ascent conscious crescent descend descent disciple fascinate 
fluorescent isosceles miscellaneous obscene resuscitate scenario scene scent scissors 
d - Wednesday sandwich handsome edge bridge handkerchief 
e – breathe 
g – sign champagne gnaw reign align  assign  benign  campaign  cologne  consign  design  
feign  foreign  gnarl  gnash  gnat  gnaw  gnome  gnu  resign    
h - honest ghost heir hour what whether rhubarb  ache anchor archaeology architect 
archives chaos character characteristic charisma chemical chemist chemotherapy chlorine 
choir  chord choreograph chorus Christian Christmas chrome echo leprechaun loch 
mechanical melancholy monarch monochrome orchestra orchid psychic scheme school 
technical technique technology 
i - business 
k - knead knife knight knock knot know knack knapsack knave knee kneel  knew knickers 
knit knob knoll knowledge knuckle 
l – would  should calf half salmon talk yolk folk calm calf half 
m – mnemonic  
n - autumn column condemn  hymn solemn 
o – colonel 
p - corps coup pneumonia psychology receipt pseudo  psychiatrist  psychiatry  
psychotherapy  psychotic 
s- aisle island debris apropos 
t - asthma ballet castle gourmet listen rapport ricochet soften apostle  bristle  bustle  
fasten  glisten  hustle  jostle  listen  moisten  mortgage  often  nestle  rustle  soften  thistle  
trestle  whistle  wrestle  
u - guess guard guide guilt guitar baguette biscuit build built circuit disguise guest  guild 
guillotine guilty guise rogue silhouette 
w - answer sword two whole wrist write who playwright sword wrack wrangle wrap 
wrapper wrath wreak wreath wreck wreckage wren wrench wrest wrestle wretch 
wretched wriggle wring wrinkle wrist writ write writhe wrong wrote wrought wrung wry 
x – faux pas 
z - rendezvous 

Tricky Word 
List 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

accommodate accompany according achieve aggressive amateur ancient apparent 
appreciate attached available average awkward  
bargain bruise   
category cemetery  committee communicate community competition conscience 
conscious  controversy convenience correspond criticise (critic + ise) curiosity   
definite desperate determined develop dictionary disastrous  
embarrass environment   equip (–ped, –ment) especially exaggerate excellent existence 
explanation  
familiar foreign forty frequently 
government guarantee  
harass hindrance  
identity immediate(ly) individual interfere  interrupt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

language leisure lightning  
marvellous mischievous muscle  
necessary neighbour nuisance  
occupy occur opportunity  
parliament persuade  physical  prejudice privilege profession programme pronunciation  
queue  
recognise recommend relevant  restaurant rhyme rhythm  
sacrifice secretary shoulder signature sincere(ly) soldier stomach sufficient suggest  
symbol system 
temperature thorough twelfth  
variety vegetable vehicle  
yacht 

Homophones 
 

advice: noun (Can I give you a piece of advice?)                         advise: verb (I advise you to stop!) 
aisle: a gangway between seats (in a church, train, plane)       isle: an island 
aloud: out loud                                                                                  allowed: permitted 
affect: usually a verb (e.g. The weather may affect our plans)effect: usually a noun (e.g. It may 
have an effect on our plans). If a verb, it means ‘bring about’ (e.g. He will effect changes in the 
running of the business.). 
altar: a table-like piece of furniture in a church                         alter: to change 
ascent: the act of ascending (going up)                      assent: to agree/agreement (verb and noun) 
bridal: to do with a bride at a wedding                      bridle: reins etc. for controlling a horse 
cereal: made from grain (e.g. breakfast cereal)        serial: adjective from the noun series – a 
succession of things one after the other 
compliment: to make nice remarks about someone (verb) or the remark that is made (noun) 
complement: related to the word complete – to make something complete or more complete 
(e.g. her scarf complemented her outfit) 
descent: the act of descending (going down)           dissent: to disagree/disagreement (verb and 
noun) 
desert: as a noun – a barren place (stress on first syllable); as a verb – to abandon (stress on 
second syllable)                                                             dessert: (stress on second syllable) a sweet 
course after the main course of a meal 
draft: noun – a first attempt at writing something; verb – to make the first attempt; also, to 
draw in someone (e.g. to draft in extra help)           draught: a current of air 
farther: further                                                              father: a male parent 
guessed: past tense of the verb guess                       guest: visitor 
heard: past tense of the verb hear                             herd: a group of animals 
led: past tense of the verb lead                                  lead: present tense of that verb, or else the 
metal which is very heavy (as heavy as lead) 
morning: before noon                                                 mourning: grieving for someone who has died 
past: noun or adjective referring to a previous time (e.g. In the past) or preposition or adverb 
showing place (e.g. he walked past me)                   passed: past tense of the verb ‘pass’ (e.g. I 
passed him in the road) 
practice: noun (A dental practice)                             practise: verb (Practise your spellings!) 
precede: go in front of or before                               proceed: go on 
principal: adjective – most important (e.g. principal ballerina) noun – important person (e.g. 
principal of a college)                                                   principle: basic truth or belief 
profit: money that is made in selling things             prophet: someone who foretells the future 
stationary: not moving                                                stationery: paper, envelopes etc. 
steal: take something that does not belong to you                  steel: metal 
wary: cautious                                                               weary: tired 
who’s: contraction of who is or who has                 whose: belonging to someone (e.g. Whose 
jacket is that?) 



 
 


