
 

 

Year 5 Writing Targets 

I can write for a range of purposes and audiences 
W1 I can create ideas, draft, redraft and edit my work 
W2 I can write in a wide range of genres 
Narrative Texts, Setting description, Fables, Myths and Legends, Stories from other cultures, Film Narrative, Play 
scripts, Diary Writing, persuasive adverts, Instructions, Significant Authors, Reports, Explanation, Recounts, 
Persuasion, Letters, Poetic Style, Narrative Poetry, Performance Poetry 
Imaginative Description 
D1 I can use adverbials to make my writing cohesive.  

TRaMP (When? How often?) Time – Last night, the cat sat. (Why?) Reason – The cat sat because it was exhausted 

after a long day. (How?) Manner – The cat sat still. (Where?) Place - The cat sat in front of the fireplace. 

 ___ing, ___ed sentences  

Indicating degrees of possibility using adverbs [for example, perhaps, surely] or modal verbs [for example, might, 

should, will, must] 

Devices to build cohesion within a paragraph [for example, then, after that, this, firstly] 

Linking ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time [for example, later], place [for example, nearby] and 

number [for example, secondly] or tense choices [for example, he had seen her before] 

D2 I can use appropriate pronouns to avoid repetition. 
Mike went outside. Mike kicked the ball. -> Mike went outside. He kicked the ball. Standard English forms for verb 
inflections instead of local spoken forms [for example, we were instead of we was, or I did instead of I done] 
D3 I can use the past and present tense accurately and consistently 
Simple. I ate a sandwich. I eat a sandwich. I will eat a sandwich.  
Progressive. To be + present participle. I was eating a sandwich. I am eating a sandwich. I will be eating a sandwich.  
Perfect. To have + past participle I had eaten a sandwich. I have eaten a sandwich. I will have eaten a sandwich. 
D4  I can describe the setting, atmosphere and characters in narrative 

Using vivid details and contributing to plot direction. Using the senses, symbolism and showing the time.   

Short sentences ,  Same word end of 2 sentences,  Getting worse, getting better sentences  

With an action, more action sentences 

D5  I can create dialogue to advance the action in narrative.  

Start a new paragraph each time the speaker changes. Show the emotions of the speaker. Create images about the 

character’s body language to add to the dialogue.  

Organise writing effectively and use sentences 
appropriately 
E1 I can use parentheses to add additional 
information.  
Dashes Upon discovering the errors – all 24 of them 
– she called Frank. Brackets The president (and his 
assistant) travelled by jet. Commas Shirley, the 
bartender, disagreed with Roger. 

Outside (inside) sentences 

E2 I can vary the position of clause structures by 
using fronted adverbials and relative clauses. 

Relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, 
when, whose, that, or an omitted relative pronoun. 

Before she arrived at the party, she called her friend. 
John, who is from Liverpool, enjoys reading.  

NOUN, who/ which/ where sentences  

The more, the more sentences  

Object/ Person (aka…) sentences   

E3 I can use subordinating conjunctions.  
A WHITE BUS – after, although, as, when, wherever, 
whenever, whilst, where, whether, how, if, in case, in 
order, that, though, even if, even though, ever since, 
because, before, unless, until, since. 
E4 I can use co-ordinating conjunctions.  
FANBOYS – for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so 
E5 I can use similes, metaphors and personification.  
Metaphor: she is fishing in troubled waters.  
 

Paragraphs 
O1  I can organise my writing into paragraphs. 
Organised using TiP TaPD Time, Place, Topic, Person and dramatic 
effect.  
Adverbs and adverbials should link paragraphs.  
O2 I can use headings, sub-headings and bullet points. 
When writing an information text.  
Punctuation  
P1 I can use apostrophes to mark singular and plural possession.  
Singular – The girl’s dress. Plural – The boys’ changing room.  
P2 I can use inverted commas for direct speech. 
 “Look! She’s over there!” announced Mollie. 
P3 I can use full stops and capital letters correctly. 
In all aspects of writing – mostly independently.  
P4 I can use question marks correctly. 
For questions.  
P5 I can use commas to demarcate fronted adverbials and clauses  
For relative and embedded clauses. After fronted adverbials.  
P6 I can use exclamation marks correctly. 

Sound! Cause sentences 

P7 I can use commas for lists.  
To separate items.  
P8 I can use apostrophes for contraction.  
Consistently in contracted words.  
Present neatly  
N1 I can join my letters neatly with increasing speed.  
Writing more fluently and legibly and taking some pride in 
presentation.   
Spelling  
S1 I can spell some of the Year 5/6 spelling words correctly.  

Converting nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes [for example, 
–ate; –ise; –ify] 

Verb prefixes [for example, dis–, de–, mis–, over– and re–] 
Homophones, silent letters.  

Working towards the expected standard in Year 6: 

 In narrative, describe settings and characters 

 Paragraphs 

 Bullet points  

 Headings and subheadings  

 Most words are spelt correctly from Years 3 and 4. 

 Some words spelt correctly from Year 5 and 6.  

 A . ? commas for lists, apostrophes for contraction.  

 Legible writing 

Year 5 expected terminology: 

 modal verb 
 relative pronoun 
 relative clause 
 parenthesis, bracket, dash 
 cohesion, ambiguity 

Highlight when achieved    Autumn = Pink      Spring = Green        Summer = Yellow                                                                      =getting there   = achieved  = greater depth 

                                                                                                                                                                          


