
 

 

Year 4 Writing Targets 

I can write for a range of purposes and audiences 
 
W1 I am beginning to edit my work and correct it.  
Corrects capital letters, full stops, some commas and inverted commas.  
W2 Writes in many given genres.  
Narratives, Stories with a historical setting, Stories which raise issues or 
Dilemmas, Stories set in an imaginary world, Stories from other cultures, Play scripts, Narratives, 
Writing from different viewpoints, Character/ settings descriptions, Diaries, Information Texts, 
Newspapers, Persuasive texts, Explanation texts, Letters, Informal letters, Recount, Note writing, 
Leaflets, Poems to perform, Poetry Creating Images, Exploring form poetry, Language play 
poetry.   
Imaginative Description 

This is that sentences 

D1 I can use adverbials to make my writing make sense.  
TRaMP (When? How often?) Time – Last night, the cat sat. (Why?) Reason – The cat sat because 
it was exhausted after a long day. (How?) Manner – The cat sat still. (Where?) Place - The cat sat 
in front of the fireplace. 

Position & Place, Subject & Action sentences 

D2 I can use appropriate pronouns to avoid repetition.  
 Mike went outside. Mike kicked the ball. -> Mike went outside. He kicked the ball. HE/SHE/IT 
Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms [for example, we were 
instead of we was, or I did instead of I done] 
D3 I can use the past and present tense accurately and consistently  

He opened the door and walks into the room – He opened the door and WALKED into the room. 
Then & Now sentences 

D4 I can begin to show how a character looks, reacts, talks or behaves, rather than telling a 
reader. (Or when describing a setting).   
She slumped out of the room, shuffling her feet and chin to her chest. 
D5 I can use similes and personification.    
As boring as watching paint dry. Lightening danced across the sky.  
 

Organise writing effectively and use sentences 
appropriately 
 
E1 I can vary the position of clause structures by using 
fronted adverbials  Before she arrived at the party, she 
called her friend. 

2 pairs sentences  3_ed sentences   Emotion word, comma 
sentences 

First word, last sentences 

 
E2 I can use subordinating conjunctions.  
A WHITE BUS – after, although, as, when, wherever, 
whenever, whilst, where, whether, how, if, in case, in 
order, that, though, even if, even though, ever since, 
because, before, unless, until, since. 
 
E3 I can use co-ordinating conjunctions.  
FANBOYS – for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so 
 
E4 I can deliberately address the reader.  
Have you ever heard of?...  
 
E5 I can use topic sentences to open my paragraphs.  
Think about the paragraph and introduce its main idea and 
the point of it.  
 
 

Paragraphs 
 
O1  I can organise my writing into paragraphs.  
Organised using TiP TaPD Time, Place, Topic, Person and dramatic effect.  
 
Punctuation  
P1 I can use apostrophes to mark singular and plural possession.  
Singular – The girl’s dress. Plural – The boys’ changing room.  

The grammatical difference between plural and possessive –s 

P2 I can use inverted commas for speech.  
 “Look! She’s over there!” announced Mollie. 
P3 I can use full stops correctly. 
After a range of different sentence types.  
P4 I can use question marks correctly. 
For a range of questions.  
P5 I can use commas to demarcate fronted adverbials.  
Before the sun came up, he ate his breakfast.  
P6 I can use capital letters correctly.  
For names/months/years/sentences/I etc…  
 
Present neatly  
N1 I can join my letters.  
Beginning to join most/all of my letters in most words.  
Spelling  
S1 I can spell most of the Year 3/4 spelling words correctly.  

Working towards the expected standard in Year 6: 

 In narrative, describe settings and characters 

 Paragraphs 

 Bullet points  

 Headings and subheadings  

 Most words are spelt correctly from Years 3 and 4. 

 Some words spelt correctly from Year 5 and 6.  

 A . ? commas for lists, apostrophes for contraction.  

 Legible writing 

Year 4 terminology for pupils: 

 Determiner 

 pronoun, possessive pronoun 

 adverbial 

 clause 

 Present perfect tense, past tense 

Highlight when achieved    Autumn = Pink      Spring = Green        Summer = Yellow                                                                      =getting there   = achieved  = greater depth 

 

                                                                                                                                                                          


