
 

 

Year 1 Writing Targets 

Writing 
 
W1I can write simple stories about myself or others. 
Sequencing sentences to form short narratives: traditional 
and fairy tales, Stories with predictable and patterned 
language, Stories about fantasy worlds, Stories with familiar 
settings, Character/setting description.  

All the Ws sentences   List sentences 

 

W2I can write in the first person  

I went to the shop.  

 

W3I can write in the third person  

She went to the shop.  
 
W4I can write about some real events. 
Non-fiction:  Instructions, Labels, lists, captions, Letters, 
Information texts, Dictionary work, Invitations, Diary Linked 
to Science, Instructions linked to ICT, Persuasive, Recounts.  
 
W5 I can write some poetry 
Listening to and identifying rhyming words.  
Poems on a theme, Using the senses, Pattern and Rhyme 
 
W6 I can use some simple similes  
I ran as fast as a rocket.  
 
W7 I can use some alliteration  
The slimy slug was in the garden.  
 

 
 

Organising Writing  
 

E1I can combine words to form a simple sentence.  

My sentence will make sense and I can read it out.  
 
E2I can sometimes use my past and present tense 
correctly. 

Correct choice and some use of present tense and past 
tense throughout writing. 

Some use of the progressive form of verbs in the present 
and past tense to mark actions in progress [for example, 
she is drumming, he was shouting] 

 
E3 I can use a capital ‘I’ when writing about myself. 
 
E4 I can use ‘and’ to join my sentences. 
Compound sentences. He went to the shop. He bought 
an apple. He went to the shop and bought an apple.  
 
E5 I can use some co-ordinating conjunctions. 
Subordination (using when, if, that, because) 
but, or, and – BOA 
 
E6 I can use some time adverbs to start sentences  

First, next, then, after that, lastly…  

 
 

 

 

Punctuation  

Introduction to capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences 

P1I can sometimes use full stops to finish sentences. 
Full stops are beginning to help my writing to make sense to myself and the reader.   
P2I I can sometimes use question marks correctly. 
Write a question sometimes using a question word – who, what, where, when, why, how? 
P3I can sometimes use exclamation marks correctly. 
Write a sentence that shows surprise! 
P4I can write the capital and lowercase alphabet 
Mostly the correct way round, with correct formation and in order.  
P5I can use some capital letters 
For names, for the personal pronoun I, days of the week, places and to start some sentences. 
Present neatly  
N1 I can correctly size and form most of my letters and digits. 
Using a clear printed style.  
N2I can use finger spaces 

Separation of words with spaces 

Spelling  

S1 I can add prefixes and suffixes to words 

Suffixes that can be added to verbs where no change is needed in the spelling of root words (e.g. helping, helped, helper and 
est) 

How the prefix un– changes the meaning of verbs and adjectives [negation, for example, unkind, or undoing: untie the boat] 
S2I can add ‘s’ or ‘es’ to pluralise nouns. 

Regular plural noun suffixes –s or –es [for example, dog, dogs; wish, wishes], including the effects of these suffixes on the 
meaning of the noun 

owls, foxes 
S3I can use my phonics knowledge to spell some words correctly. 
I sound out words and write them down.  
S4I can spell some of the common exception words. 
a, are, ask, be, by, come, do, friend, full, go, has, he, here, his, house, I, is, love, me, my, no, of, once, one, our, pull, push, put, 
said, says, school, she, so, some, the, there, they, to, today, was, we, were, where, you, your 
S5 I can spell the days of the week.  

Working towards the expected standard at the end of Key 
Stage One: 

 I can write simple stories about myself or others. 

 I can sometimes correctly use capital letters and full 
stops. 

 I can use my phonics knowledge to spell some words 
correctly. 

 I can spell some common exception words correctly. 

 I can correctly size and form my letters and digits. 

 I can use finger spaces. 

Year 1 terminology for pupils: 

 letter, capital letter 

 word, singular, plural 

 sentence 

 punctuation, full stop, question mark, exclamation mark 

 verb 
 

Highlight when achieved    Autumn = Pink      Spring = Green        Summer = Yellow                                                                      =getting there   = achieved  = greater depth 

                                                                                                                                                                          



 

 

 


