Roman artefacts
Artefact 1
This is a stylus. It is made from metal and has a blunt end
and a sharp end. The sharp end is for scratching letters
into a wax tablet. The blunt end is for smoothing the wax
and rubbing out the letters. Children used a stylus and a
wax tablet in school when they were learning to write.

Artefact 2
This is a Roman helmet called a galea. It is made from
iron and shaped to protect a soldier’s head and neck
without blocking their vision. It was worn by soldiers
throughout the Roman Empire.

Artefact 4
These metal shackles were made to fit around the ankles
of slaves. Slaves could be bought and sold at Roman
markets. These shackles would have prevented them
from escaping.
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Artefact 3
This is a large jar called an amphora. Many amphorae
were large and designed to carry liquids, like wine and
olive oil, over long distances. The pointed shape of the
amphora meant that many could be packed tightly into
carts and ships ready for transportation. The point at
the base of the amphora made it easy to hold to pour
the liquid.

Artefact 5
These coins are made from gold. They show a portrait of
Emperor Trajan on one side and a picture of him riding a
horse on the other. Coins of different shapes, sizes and
values are found all over the lands that were once part of
the Roman Empire.

Artefact 6
This relief carving is made from stone. The image shows
people working in a cushion and belt shop. The cushions
and belts are hanging from the ceiling and shopkeepers
are serving customers. Shopkeeping is one example of
the type of jobs that people did in ancient Rome.

Images from: Wikimedia Commons/Public domain

Artefact 8
This small metal figure represents the Roman god of war,
Mars. It was made to be used in a home shrine called a
lararium. Families used their lararium every day, to ask
the gods for help and give offerings of thanks.

Image from: Getty Images/DEA / A. DAGLI ORTI

Artefact 7
This is a metal pin called a fibula. It was used for pinning
the clothing of Roman women. They wore long tunics
called stolas, which were fastened at the shoulders by
two fibulae. The fibula is curved, so that gathered fabric
could fit inside.
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Artefact 9
This is a mosaic. It is made up of tiny pieces of coloured,
ceramic tile called tessarae. Mosaics were usually laid on
the floor. This mosaic is patterned, but pictures of gods,
sporting events and animals were also created.
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Artefact 10
This is a bronze scraper called a strigil. It was used when
people visited the public baths. People didn’t use soap
to wash. Instead, they rubbed olive oil and fine sand on
their skin, then scraped off the oil, dirt and sweat with
the strigil.
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