
Half Termly Overview 

Reception Spring 2 2019 

How you can help at home 

Reminders 

Phonics & Spellings 
We teach phonics (letter sounds) 

daily. We are moving onto more 

complex sounds that use 2 or 3 letters 

such as ay as in day, ai as in main, igh 

as in knight, ee as in sweet. 

Maths 
We develop mathematical knowledge 

and understanding daily through a 

variety of counting and problem-

solving activities. “We need 10 

sweets. We already have 7 so how 

many more do we need?” “ I have 4 

apples. How many will we each get?” 

“Let’s cut this apple in half. How 

many pieces have I made?” 

 

Tapestry 
Tapestry is an online Learning 

Journey showing what your child is 

doing in school and the progress 

they are making. Mrs Gooding and 

Miss Byrne update Tapestry as 

much as busy school life allows. It 

consists of photographs, videos 

and comments. This is a two-way 

process and you too can put 

observations of your child onto 

Tapestry that can be shared with 

the whole class during our Show 

and Tell times. Any problems with 

Tapestry please see Mr Haughton.  
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 Our P.E. day is Friday. 

 Library day is being introduced 

this half term and is on 

Thursday. 

 Please bring in reading folders 

every day. 

 School water bottles only 

please. 

 We will only let your child go 

home when they have said 

goodbye to the teacher on the 

door. 
 

If your child is 

poorly please ring 

school and let the 

office staff know. 

 

Any medicines 

should be taken 

directly to the 

office. 

 

Number Facts 

 

This term we are working on: 

*Recognising numbers to 20. 

*Sequencing numbers to 20 both 

 forwards and backwards. 

*Counting in 10’s 

*Doubling numbers-1+1, 2+2, 3+3 

 

Please practise these at home as 

much as possible. 

 

 

 

Travelling Bears 
Going away? Why not take one of 

our teddies from Reception with you 

and record what you have done with 

teddy in our teddy diary book. 

Reading 
Please read as much as possible 

with your child. Just 10 minutes a 

day can make a huge difference. 

Read anything that interests your 

child. Please don’t just read their 

reading book.  

Most children are now on 

blending books. This half term we 

will start to send word cards 

home. These words can not be 

spelt out and your child needs to 

simply recognise these words on 

sight. 

Handwriting 
Once hand and finger control has 

begun to develop we move onto 

writing letters using the correct 

formation. We concentrate initially 

on forming letters in your child’s 

name correctly . 

Parents, grandparent and other family members are all 

welcome to drop in for 10 to 20 minutes every Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday mornings when dropping of 

your child to join in with your child’s play and learning. 
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Dear Parents/Carers, 

In Reception we do a lot of learning through exploration. Each day we have activities 

planned to develop your child’s knowledge and skills. We try and encourage them to direct 

the way the topic develops by asking questions that need to be investigated or by 

demonstrating a particular interest. Your child is encouraged to mark make, read, count and 

problem solve on a daily basis through challenges and careful questioning by the staff. 

The topic this half term was chosen by the children. They generated topic ideas and  

then voted on their favourite. 

 

Would I like living in a castle? 

 

 

We will be exploring how castles were first introduced to Britain by William the Conqueror. 

The children will explore different materials that castles were built from and what is was like 

living in a castle. They will explore different people living in castles and the jobs they did. 

Through this topic we will be exploring new concepts such as long ago and changing of 

materials.  

Why were castles 

built? 

What did the 

knights use in 

battle? 

 

Who lived in castles 

and what did they 

do? 

 

 

How and where 

were castles built? 

Through our topic we are learning to: 
Reading 

 We will be helping the children practise 

holding words in their head to help improve 

their reading memory. If your child can not 

remember the sentence they have read they 

are not reading for understanding. Practise the 

sentence by blending and then using memory  

to re-read it with increased fluency. 

                     Writing 

 We will be encouraging the children to write 

their own ideas down themselves supporting 

them in using their sounds and our word wall. 

Phonics 

 We will continue to learn sounds that use 2 

and 3 letters such as igh as in knight. We 

expect the children to use such sounds in their 

reading and writing. The sounds being taught 

are: igh, ee, ay, ai, oa as in boat, or as in door, 

ow as in cow, er as in flower. 

 

Maths 

 We will be recognising numbers to 20 and 

beyond, counting forwards and backwards and 

ordering these numbers. We will begin to 

count in 10’s. We will explore amounts in 

different ways using counters, numicon, cubes 

etc. to understand numbers can be 

represented in different ways. 

 We will be measuring amounts to make play 

dough, biscuits and buns.  

 We will explore 2D and 3D shapes through 

creative activities such as making helmets and 

construction such as building with wooden 

blocks. 

 We will be adding numbers together through 

practical activities and games. 

Exploring Media & materials 

 We will be exploring how we can print using 

fingers, hands and classroom objects. 

 We will be exploring musical instruments and 

singing songs as a class and in groups. 

 We will explore making moving art work using 

split pins such as dragons, princesses, knights. 

Our Role Play: Inside &Outside 
Outside role play is dependant on the children’s imagination and weather. We provide 

resources for the children to use to make their own role play situations such as dens, boats, 

castles, shops etc. Inside, this half term, we are going to develop a castle themed creative 

area. The walls of the castle will be sponge painted bricks on our classroom wall completed 

by the children with a handprinted dragon flying over the castle. Large mark making 

opportunities on the classroom wall will be offered by adding a large castle fire using chalks, 

crayons etc and castle characters to decorate and collage. 

Our Investigation Area: Cutting bread 
Through this area the children will explore cutting bread into different shapes using different 

cutters, e.g. circle for cannon ball, triangle for a princess hat. Which cutter is the easiest to 

use? Which bread do they like the most? What are their friends’ thoughts on these 

questions? 

The World 

 We will be learning about Easter. 

 We will learn why things happen and how 

things work. 

 We will be learning about castles-why they 

were built, how they were built and where 

they were built. 

Physical 

 We will practise being safe whilst using tools, 

e.g. scissors, split pins. 

 We will practise undressing and dressing 

independently for P.E. lessons. Communication & Language 

 We will be practising listening to our partner 

and then reporting back. 

 We will practise answering who, where, what, 

why, how questions 

 Story telling is very important in Reception and 

we will be practising this skill adding characters 

and settings. 

PSED 

 We will continue to practise sharing resources 

with each other. 

 We will try and keep ourselves and others safe. 

 

SMSC 

We will start to recognise everyone has similarities 

and differences and we will respect these. 

We will explore how people celebrate their beliefs 

and cultures-Easter. 

British Values 

We will practise using our manners saying ‘please’ 

and ‘thankyou’. 

We will encourage the sharing of ideas and 

respecting these ideas. 

We will encourage children to make their own 

choices. 
 

 

 


