
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

place – such as by being polite and helpful citizens or by 

taking an active role in community groups such as 

churches or children’s clubs (like Brownies or Beavers). 

 

Finally, some junior children even decided to give up some 

of their own lunchtimes to go out litter picking – armed 

with rubbish grabbers, plastic gloves and bin bags 
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Caring for our Community 

Parkfield children have been working hard this term to 

learn about different ways they can help to look after 

their local community. 

 

Year 5 took part in the Community Kids project, organised 

by Rochdale Boroughwide Housing. This involved several 

exciting afternoons where they investigated ways in 

which the area around school could be made better –

including walking around the streets to spot things that 

were spoiling the environment (like litter, vandalism or 

graffiti) and also chatting with local residents in school to 

discuss how they would spend £10,000 of imaginary 

money to help make the area safer for everyone to live in. 

 

Years 4, 5 and 6 meanwhile all visited Sure Start’s 

Doorsteps Caravan to talk about they can make a positive 

contribution to the community and help make it a better 
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Roman Castlefield Trip 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Year 3 visited the Museum of Science and Industry in Manchester to learn all 

about the impact the Romans had there during their settlement in Britain. 

 

In the morning they took part in an archaeology workshop, examining various 

recreations of Roman artefacts – such as coins, pots and cooking utensils, and also 

got to try on some of the armour a Roman soldier would have worn (and realised 

how heavy it was too!). 

 

In the afternoon they then went on a walk to a replica of the Roman Fort where 

the soldiers once worked, and even had the chance to walk along the walls and 

peer out through the ramparts like the Romans had done some 2,000 years ago. 

Harvest Service 
 

 
 

The annual Harvest service took 

place at Holy Trinity Church in 

October, where the whole 

school gathered to celebrate all 

the crops grown on the land. A 

big thank you to everyone who 

donated tins, fruit and fresh 

vegetables which were 

distributed to deserved people 

in the local community.  
 

 
 

 

Sandwich Making 
 

 
 

As part of their literacy work on 

writing instructions, Year 4 went 

down to Year 1/2 to help the 

children there make their own 

sandwiches to eat. 
 

 
 

 

Poppy Appeal 
 

The Middleton Branch of the 

Royal British legion have 

thanked Parkfield for raising a 

tremendous £66.83 during this 

year’s Poppy Appeal. They 

commented that “our 

kindness and 

generosity are  

very much 

appreciated”. 

Craft Club 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Parents have enjoyed accompanying their children to an after-school craft 

club on Thursday evenings this term, organised by Mrs Steele in partnership 

with Rochdale Boroughwide Housing. Together they have been creating lots 

of interesting crafts – from painting plates to making mosaics! 
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It’s a Magical Time of the Year! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Parkfield had a wonderful time celebrating Christmas this year, with the festivities 

getting under way with the Winter Fair organised by the PTFA during November, 

where the chocolate tombola and football stalls were as popular as ever. 

 

Archery Lessons 
 

Year 3 were given a five-week archery course this term in the school hall. Staff 

from Siddal Moor School came down to teach them the basic skills required to 

safely fire an arrow at a target. 

 

In particular, they all enjoyed having a go 

at some of the challenges they were set –  

such as to see who could score the most  

points or who could get all of their arrows  

on target.  The class could certainly now  

compete with Robin Hood and his merry  

men! 

OfSTED 
 

The school was inspected by 

OfSTED at the start of 

November. In their report, they 

commented on how we are “a 

harmonious community where 

pupils behave well, feel safe and 

work and play happily 

together”.   
 

 
 

 

Middleton Arena 

Royal Opening 
 

 
 

Our school council proudly 

represented Parkfield on 1
st

 

December when they attended 

the official opening of the 

Middleton Arena by HRH The 

Countess of Wessex. 

 
 

 

Gymnastics 

Festival 
 

 
 

Year 2 children visited the 

Soccer Factory in Rochdale for 

an afternoon to take part in lots 

of gymnastics-themed activities 

with children from other schools 

- from making letter shapes with 

their bodies to jumping up using 

a spring board. 

After several weeks of rehearsing, the 

infants then put on three spectacular 

performance of their nativity play A 

Present for the Baby, which this year told 

the story of a little boy who, after much 

perseverance, managed to give a very 

special present to the baby Jesus. 

 

The juniors, meanwhile, sang like angels 

at this year traditional carol service at 

Holy Trinity Church before returning to 

school to tuck into their roast turkey 

dinner with all the trimmings! 

 

Finally, in the last week, everyone enjoyed 

the games on their Christmas party days 

and walking down to watch our own 

private showing of the first-ever 

pantomime at the Middleton Arena – 

Sleeping Beauty. 
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 Class Assemblies 
 

The first class assemblies of the year have taken place: 

Local Studies 

Workshop 
 

 
 

Year 6 visited Touchstones for a 

morning in November to 

discover how Rochdale has 

changed over time, based on 

evidence collected by the Local 

Studies Centre. They enjoyed 

looking at old photographs, 

maps and census returns from 

the archives to find out about 

what life was like in the past. 

 
 

 

Investors in 

People Award 
 

The school has achieved the 

Investors in People Award which 

recognises our ongoing 

commitment to providing a 

good quality public service that 

raises levels of children’s 

achievement and also supports 

the professional development of 

all staff. 

 

Year 6 
 

Following a week up at the Shokk Gym at 

Bowlee Sports Centre, Year 6 gave a 

demonstration to the school about how the 

different pieces of equipment there could 

be used to help keep fit – including the 

rowing machines and dance mats.  

 

 

Year 4 
 

Children in Year 4 gave a musical concert to 

a packed audience of friends and family, 

sharing some of the work they had done as 

part of Rochdale Music Service’s Wider 

Opportunities Programme. This included: 

cornet playing, tapping sticks to a beat and 

singing songs (including the hilarious ‘Honk, 

Honk Crash Beep-Beep’). 
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