
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once at the reconstructed fort in Castlefield, the soldier 

sat the children down on the ruins and recounted lots of 

stories to them about everyday life working in the Roman 

army – and it soon became clear that serving in the cold 

British climate nearly 2000 years ago wouldn’t have been 

a very pleasant experience for the soldiers at all. 

 

To finish off the day, the class were then given the chance 

to walk along the ramparts of the fort and peer through 

the parapets to see where the double ditches and spikes 

had once been to protect the camp from any attackers. 

 

A couple of children were also allowed to try on the 

soldier’s helmet and armour plates to make them feel like 

they were a real Roman soldier actually on duty in 79 AD. 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER 

Roman Castlefield 

Year 3 children visited the Castlefield area of 

Manchester at the end of January to be taken back in 

time and learn about its Roman history. 

 

In the morning they were given a short talk about the old 

Roman settlement in ‘Mamuicam’, including a look at the 

work of archaeologists in helping to rediscover the area’s 

past. Following this, they then had a great hands-on 

session where they could inspect and examine a range of 

replica items that would have been found in a Roman

soldier's kit – including his leather bottle, firelighting set 

and coins! 

 

In the afternoon, the class then visited the interactive 

Xperiment area of the Museum of Science and Industry 

before they took part in the highlight of the day – a trip 

around the city streets led by a Roman soldier in full 

uniform. Following the strict Roman rules of the time, 

they were even made to march in unison whilst shouting 

out chants aloud in Latin. 
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World Book Day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Hopwood Woods 
 

 
 

Miss Charnock and some Year 4 

boys had a great morning when 

they went to Hopwood Woods 

collecting bugs and then making 

a house for insects in our 

Friendship Gardens to live in. 
  

 
 

 

Bikeability 
 

Year 5 and 6 children have been 

taking part in Bikeability - the 

Cycling Proficiency Test for the 

21st century.  

 

The course aims to equip them 

with the skills and confidence 

needed to ride their bike to 

national standards and in the 

final week they were allowed  

to practice riding on the 

roads around school. 
 

 
 

 

Rugby Training 
 

 
 

Key Stage 2 children have taken 

part in rugby league training, 

provided by Wigan Warriors 

club. The practical sessions 

involved competitions and the 

day finished with a celebration 

presentation in the hall. 

Year 1 

Baptism 
 

 
 

Year 1 had a lovely visit down to 

Holy Trinity Church one 

afternoon in March.  

 

As part of their RE work on 

Christian celebrations and the 

theme of ‘belonging’, Father 

Philip showed them the font and 

even let some children dress up 

an take part in a mock-baptism 

with a baby doll. 

All the teachers surprised the 

children on World Book Day by 

coming to school dressed up as 

characters from famous stories. To 

celebrate the day, each class were  

also treated to three readings of 

stories or poems and went home 

with a £1  voucher to spend on any 

book they  would like. 

Judo 

Assembly 
 

 
 

The British School of Judo 

Excellence visited Parkfield to 

perform a judo demonstration 

during assembly, which also 

involved some children helping 

out to show off different moves.  

A selection of children from Year 

2 upwards were also chosen to 

take part in an after-school club  

run by them to learn more about 

this ancient martial art. 



 April 2009 Issue 24 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Doing Something Funny for Money 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  Reception Travel up to Space 
 

There was a sea of red on this year’s Red Nose Day as 

everybody donated £1 to come to school dressed in red and 

wearing their red nose. 

 

In the morning, Mr Gray presented a whole school assembly 

where: all the staff told a joke, Mrs Cantello read a poem she 

had been sponsored to write and everybody watched a video 

about how the money raised can help children in Africa. 

 

In the afternoon, the infants then held a cake sale to sell all 

the buns they had been working hard all week to bake and 

decorate. 

 

Overall, over £300 was raised on the day so a big thank you 

to everyone for yet another successful fundraising event! 

(at the Museum of Science 

and Industry!) 

 

Reception class have taken part in their 

first day trip out to the Museum of 

Science and Industry in Manchester.  

 

In the morning, they had chance to 

explore the Experiment! gallery and 

then later on in the afternoon they were 

taken up into space, where they could 

explore the planets and some even 

managed to try on a real spacesuit.  
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Chinese New Year 

 

S7 Soccer Skills 
 

 
 

Numeracy lessons had an 

exciting twist one day in March 

when they were taught using 

football! All KS2 children were 

visited by the S7 Soccer 

Academy who delivered two 

sessions to each KS2 class – one 

in the classroom to do lots of 

work on shirt numbers followed 

by a fab skills session in the hall. 

 
 

 

Nutritionist 
 

 
 

A nutritionist visited school at 

the start of February to deliver 

lessons across the school on the 

importance of healthy eating.  

 

The infants took part in 

interactive sessions to learn 

about how different foods have 

different jobs in our bodies, 

whilst the juniors 

investigated what  

information could 

be found out  

by looking  

at food labels. 

various activities in the 

four classrooms to help 

celebrate the start of the 

Chinese year of the ox.  

 

They decorated bendy 

Chinese dragons, painted 

Chinese masks, coloured in 

pictures and even had the 

chance to play in a Chinese 

take-away and taste some 

traditional noodles and 

prawn crackers! 

 

Our infant children had a fun time at the end of January when 

they all split into mixed-aged groups and rotated around 

Spring Daffodils growing along the driveway down to school. 


