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Parkfielders showed their ‘RESILIENCE’ characteristic at 
the start of this term when we were faced with another 
national coronavirus-forced lockdown and the school 
had to be closed again for most pupils.  
 
The staff worked tremendously hard, however, to ensure 
that all the children accessing their learning at home were 
given the same opportunities as those still in the building, 
helped by a government donation of 40 laptops which 
they could borrow to connect to the Internet with. 
 
Children logged into Tapestry and Showbie online learning 
platforms where they could access all the lesson materials 
that had been uploaded, and could also join several Zoom 
video calls each day with their class to continue their 
participation in some live lessons in a 'blended' approach 
to following the National Curriculum. 
 
For children in Years 2-6, we also launched a new online 
reading service called MyOn which offers thousands of    

e-books pitched at each child's individual reading ability, 
along with comprehension quizzes which they can take 
after each book on the Accelerated Reader website. 
 
To keep the children active and healthy, we also 
encouraged them to do their government-promoted daily 
exercise, such as by: joining in with Zoom zumba sessions, 
going on a wintery walk in Alkrington Woods or hunting 
for some decorated rocks hidden in the local area by our 
Year 1 class. Everyone also liked joining in with the whole-
school Friday achievement assemblies on Zoom which 
finished with Mrs Whalen getting everybody up and 
dancing along with a lively pop song to end each week off 
on a POSITIVE. 
 
Despite the restrictions, we were incredibly proud of 
everything achieved over the first few weeks of 2021, 
ensuring that every child was still: learning hard, keeping 
fit and staying happy, ready to succeed in the months 
ahead! 
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 Everyone enjoyed dressing up as 

their favourite story characters to 
share their love of books and 
reading on World Book Day. 
Children had the opportunity to 
write their own short story books 
to take home, inspired by a 
mixture of: animations, fairy tales 
and the works of famous authors. 

Lunar New Year 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our infant classes celebrated the 
beginning of the new year of the Ox 
this term by: learning about the 
history of the zodiac, writing guides 
about Chinese traditions, creating 
paper lanterns and dragons, as well as 
tasting spring rolls and prawn crackers. 

Retrieval 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As part of a whole school initiative to 
increase and improve knowledge 
retention, teachers have begun 
including lots of retrieval exercises in 
their lessons – mini tasks to help 
improve memory recall, such as 
quizzes and ‘flashback’ activities. 

Tom Moore 
 

 
 
Children commemorated and 
remembered the life of Sir 
Captain Thomas Moore in 
February after he sadly passed 
away, including looking back at 
all of his recent charity 
fundraising work.         .   

 
 

 

River Walk 
 

 
 
Year 4 went down to the River 
Irk in Alkrington Woods to 
observe different features along 
its course such as: tributaries, 
meanders and weirs for their 
geography topic.             

 
 

 

Instruments 
 

 
 

Year 5 learnt how to play brass 
instruments like the cornet and 
tuba, to perform together as a 
class. 
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Now>Press>Play 
 

 
 

Classes had fun experiencing 
our new Now>Press>Play 
wireless headsets, listening 
along to audio dramas based on 
curriculum topics with their 
friends   and  acting   along  with  
the adventure stories. 

 
 

 

Local History 
 

 
 
Year 2 went on a walk around 
Middleton to look at significant 
local landmarks. They found out 
about their history and past 
importance. 

 
 

 

       Comic Relief 
 

 
 
Lots of children did ‘something 
funny’ to raise over £200 for this 
year’s Red Nose Day charity 
appeal by coming to school 
dressed in wacky, red clothes. 

 

Ed-venture Theme Days 
 

Exploration 
 

Year 5 were taught how to become 
‘extreme explorers’. They compared: 
rainforest, desert and mountain 
climate zones, before learning survival 
skills outside like: water filtration, 
shelter building and knot tying, 
followed by researching the journeys 
of famous explorers. 

Imagineering 
 

Year 6 looked at maps of theme parks 
to identify the lands and attractions in 
them, before drawing their own park 
plans. They researched a pretend 
holiday booking on the Internet, 
created paper rollercoaster models 
and designed virtual parks on the 
iPads, trying to build within a budget. 

Dinosaurs 
 

Year 1 learnt about palaeontology as 
they studied the life of dinosaurs. The 
children excavated the fossil of a 
velociraptor and examined the bones 
of its skeleton. They also investigated 
dinosaur teeth and coprolites to find 
out about dinosaur diets, and made 
paper Jurassic Parks to play with. 

Inventions 
 

Year 4 researched the history behind 
famous inventions like Lego and those 
created by Leonardo da Vinci. On the 
computers, they looked up different 
technological discoveries, whilst in the 
classroom, they learnt about how 
chocolate cake was developed and 
made their own ice cream in a bag. 
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At this year’s Easter service, Year 4 explained about 
different Christian crosses from communities around the 
world and how each represents a Bible passage. Father 

Steven followed this by talking to the school about Jesus’ 
crucifixion on Good Friday and resurrection on Easter Day. 

 

Children in every year group had an ‘egg’-citing time 
designing and making springtime bonnets and themed 
eggs in a competition to win some delicious chocolate 
eggs. Our infant classes also took part in an egg hunt 

outside in the Friendship Gardens and Reception 
 class had fun observing several chicks hatch out 
 from eggs in their classroom and watching them  

start to walk and grow their first feathers. 
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