
 

 

Year 3 Writing Targets 

I can write for a range of purposes and audiences  
W1 I am reading through my work to correct some errors.  
Corrects capital letters, full stops and some question marks. Makes improvements.  
W2 I can write in some given genres.  
Narratives: Stories with familiar settings, Myths and Legends, Adventure and mystery, 
Dialogue and Plays, Character descriptions, Setting descriptions,  
Non-Fiction: Instructions, Information Texts, Authors, Letters/Informal Information Texts, 
Reports, Chronological reports, Recounts, Explanations.  
Poetry: Poems on a theme, Using the senses, Pattern and Rhyme.  
Imaginative Description 
Personification of weather sentences 

Double ly ending sentences 

Description, which + simile sentences 

D1 I can use adverbials to make my writing cohesive  
TRaMP (When? How often?) Time – Last night, the cat sat. (Why?) Reason – The cat sat 
because it was exhausted after a long day. (How?) Manner – The cat sat still. (Where?) 
Place - The cat sat in front of the fireplace. 
Verb, person sentences  
As___ly sentences 
D2 I can use appropriate pronouns to avoid repetition.  
Mike went outside. Mike kicked the ball. -> Mike went outside. He kicked the ball. 
HE/SHE/IT 
Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms [for example, we 
were instead of we was, or I did instead of I done] 
D3 I can use the past and present tense accurately and consistently  

He opened the door and walks into the room – He opened the door and WALKED into the 
room.  

Use of the present perfect form of verbs instead of the simple past [for example, He has 
gone out to play contrasted with He went out to play] 
D4 I can use humour/suspense/surprise/atmosphere/tension to make my writing 
interesting.   
Use setting and weather as a ‘sympathetic background’ to the characters’ situations. Thunderstorm for 
the dangerous parts with the sun coming out when all is well.  
Behind the door, I saw the figure emerge. I couldn’t believe who it was. No. Not him.  
 

 

Organise writing effectively and use sentences appropriately 
Expressing time, place and cause using conjunctions [for example, 
when, before, after, while, so, because], adverbs [for example, then, 
next, soon, therefore], or prepositions [for example, before, after, 
during, in, because of] 
E1 I can use subordinating conjunctions.  
A WHITE BUS – after, although, as, when, wherever, whenever, 
whilst, where, whether, how, if, in case, in order, that, though, even 
if, even though, ever since, because, before, unless, until, since. 

If, if , if, then sentences 

E2 I can use co-ordinating conjunctions.  
FANBOYS – for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so 

Paired Conjunctions sentences 

Adverb from adjective sentences 

E3 I can use speech to make my writing more interesting.  
“Wow! That’s brilliant,” he exclaimed.  
E4 I can plan interesting ideas for my writing.  
Begin to talk about what to include in each part of the story. Planning 
for sections/paragraphs. Using who, what, where, why, when. 
Planning for characters/settings/details/facts.   
E5 I can write in first, second and third person.  
I went to the shop. 
He went to the shop. 
You will go to the shop.  
E6 I can use prepositional phrases.  
In the kitchen, … Under the chair, … 
 
E7 I can read my work aloud to the class.  
Using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume 
for a clear meaning.  
 

 

 
 
 

Paragraphs 
 
O1  I can group related ideas into sections.  
Organised leaving a space between paragraphs.   

Introduction to paragraphs as a way to group related material 

Headings and sub-headings to aid presentation 

 
Punctuation  
P1 I can use apostrophes to mark singular and plural possession.  
Singular – The girl’s dress. Plural – The boys’ changing room.  
P2 I can mostly use inverted commas for direct speech.  
 “Look! She’s over there!” announced Mollie. 
P3 I can use full stops correctly.  
To separate different types of sentences.  
P4 I can use question marks correctly.  
For questions.  
P5 I can use capital letters correctly.   
For names/months/years/sentences/I etc…  
P6 I can use headings, subheadings and bullet points.   
When writing non-fiction information, for example.  
 
Present neatly  
N1 I can join some of my letters.  
Using the diagonal and horizontal strokes.  
Spelling  
S1 I can spell some of the Year 3/4 spelling words correctly.  

Formation of nouns using a range of prefixes [for example super–, anti–, auto–] 

Use of the forms a or an according to whether the next word begins with a 
consonant or a vowel [for example, a rock, an open box] 

Word families based on common words, showing how words are related in 
form and meaning [for example, solve, solution, solver, dissolve, insoluble] 

Further homophones 

 

Working towards the expected standard in Year 6: 

 In narrative, describe settings and characters 

 Paragraphs 

 Bullet points  

 Headings and subheadings  

 Most words are spelt correctly from Years 3 and 4. 

 Some words spelt correctly from Year 5 and 6.  

 A . ? commas for lists, apostrophes for contraction.  

 Legible writing 

Year 3 terminology for pupils: 

 preposition, conjunction 

 word family, prefix 

 clause, subordinate clause 

 direct speech 

 consonant, consonant letter vowel, vowel letter 

 inverted commas (or ‘speech marks’) 

 adjective, adverb, verb 

Highlight when achieved    Autumn = Pink      Spring = Green        Summer = Yellow                                                                      =getting there   = achieved  = greater depth 

                                                                                                                                                                          



 

 

 


