
 

 

Year 2 Expected Standard Writing Targets 

Writing 

W1I can write simple stories about myself or others.  

Expanded noun phrases for description and specification 
[for example, the blue butterfly, plain flour, the man in the 
moon] 

What + ! sentences 

Fiction genres: (for example) traditional stories, stories by 
the same authors, familiar settings, character and setting 
descriptions, extended stories, stories from other cultures, 
poetry.   

W2I can use first person 

I went to the shop.  

W3I can use third person.  

He went to the shop.  
W4I can write about real events. 
Non-fiction genres: (for example) instructions, reports, 
recounts, letters, invitations, lists, instructions, fact writing, 
explanations.  
Verb next verb sentences 

W5I can write poetry.  

Poems on a theme, Using the senses, Pattern and Rhyme.  
W6 I can talk about what to include in my writing and plan 
for it 
W7 I can edit my work by proof-reading for errors in 
spelling, grammar and punctuation.  
W8 I can read my work aloud with clarity and expression.  

Organising Writing  
E1I can use the present and past 
mostly correctly and consistently. 

Correct choice and consistent use of 
present tense and past tense 
throughout writing.   

Use of the progressive form of verbs 
in the present and past tense to mark 
actions in progress [for example, she 
is drumming, he was shouting] 

E2I can use co-ordinating 
conjunctions. 
Subordination (using when, if, that, 
because) 
but, or, and – BOA 

BOYS sentences 

E3I can use subordinating 
conjunctions. 
co-ordination (using or, and, but) 
When, if, that, even though, because, 
until, since – WHITEBUS 
E4 I can start some of my sentences 
in different ways. 
To avoid too much repetition, to 
make my writing more interesting or 
to fit with a genre.  
E5 I can use time adverbs 
To help me to sequence events in 
order.  
Firstly, after that, later, finally.  
E6I can use expanded noun phrases 

2A sentences  

 

Punctuation  

How the grammatical patterns in a sentence indicate its function as a statement, question, exclamation or command. Use of capital letters, 
full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences  

P1I can use capital letters mostly correctly. 
For people’s names, days of the week, months, for ‘I’ and to start sentences etc… 

P2I can use full stops mostly correctly.  

To separate most types of sentences and statements.  

P3I can use exclamation marks sometimes correctly.  

To write bossy sentences, for surprise and to make my writing more interesting.  

P4I can use commas to separate items in a list 

I bought an apple, a banana, an orange and a pineapple.  

P5I can use question marks correctly. 
Does it do it? 

P6I can use some apostrophes 

Apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling (can’t, don’t) and to mark singular possession in nouns [for example, the girl’s name] 

P7 I am beginning to punctuate speech.  

Using inverted commas/speech marks. “Hello,” he said.  

Present neatly  
N1 I can correctly size and form my letters and digits. 
N2I can use finger spaces between words. 
N3I am beginning to use some basic letter joins for two letters. 
For example: cl,  am,  ld etc.  
Spelling  

S1 I can use some suffixes 

Formation of nouns using suffixes such as –ness, –er and by compounding [for example, whiteboard, superman] 

Formation of adjectives using suffixes such as –ful, –less.  Use of the suffixes –er, –est in adjectives and the use of –ly in Standard English to 
turn adjectives into adverbs 

S2 I can use my phonics knowledge to spell words mostly correctly. 
Sound out the words using the sounds that they know.  
S3I can spell many of the common exception words. 
For example: after, again, beautiful, because, busy, every, half, many, people, pretty, should, sugar, sure, whole, who, would. 
S4I can spell homophones and contractions 

Working towards the expected standard at the end of key Stage 
One: 

 I can write simple stories about myself or others. 

 I can sometimes correctly use capital letters and full stops. 

 I can use my phonics knowledge to spell some words correctly. 

 I can spell some common exception words correctly. 

 I can correctly size and form my letters and digits. 

 I can use finger spaces. 

Year 2 terminology for pupils: 

 noun, noun phrase 

 statement, question, exclamation, command 

 compound, suffix 

 adjective, adverb, verb 

 tense (past, present) 

 apostrophe, comma 

 contractions 

Year 2 working at a greater depth: 

 I can write for a range of purposes. 

 I can proof-read my work so that I can edit and improve it where needed. 

 I can use a range of punctuation mostly correctly. 
Capital letters and full stops. ABC.  Exclamation marks and question marks. ! ? 
Commas in a list. She bought bread, cheese and milk. Apostrophes for omission. can’t didn’t Apostrophes for singular possession. The girl’s dress. 

 I can spell most common exception words correctly. 

 I can add suffixes to my words to make new words. 
-able, -ed, -er, -est, -ful, -ic, -ing, -less, -ly, -ment, -ness, -y 

 I can join some letters in my writing. 

Highlight when achieved    Autumn = Pink      Spring = Green        Summer = Yellow                                                                      =getting there   = achieved  = greater depth 

                                                                                                                                                                          



 

 

 


