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PARKFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
WRITING TARGETS 

Year 5 

Purpose Organisation Grammar Vocabulary Handwriting Spellings 

P8  My dialogue can be used to 
advance the action. 
“It’s you I’ve waited for all this time and this 
is where it ends!” 

P7 Characterisation is evident through 
direct and reported speech. 
For once in his life, he decided to tell the 
bullies exactly what he thought of them. 

P6 My writing has atmosphere and 
tension. Use setting and weather as a 

‘sympathetic background’ to the characters’ 
situations. Thunderstorm for the dangerous 
parts with the sun coming out when all is 
well. 
 

O9 I can use a wide range of cohesive 
devices, including adverbials, within and 
across sentences and paragraphs. 
On the other hand… 
Although they knew what was to come… 
Despite this reasoning, however… 
To be used as a matter of course. 
O8 I can use a wide range of clause 
structures, varying their positions within a 
sentence. 
Subordinate clauses at the beginning, end 
and embedded; multi-clause sentences 
To be used as a matter of course. 

G17 I can use passive verbs mostly appropriately. 
“The children are to be taken to the coach forthwith!” 
G16 I can use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate 
parenthesis, mostly accurately. 
Do not dip your bread (or roll) in the soup. 
The rocket – poised to depart – began to rumble. 
G15 I can use modal verbs to illustrate possibilities, mostly 
appropriately.  
Should this decision go through, we shall embark on a 
virulent campaign of protest. 
14 I can make some correct use of semi-colons, dashes, 
colons and hyphens. 
It’s raining; I’m fed up! This was it: the real deal. 
G13 I can use commas to clarify meaning. 
The dog, racing through the streets, tail wagging, suddenly 
stopped and looked to the hills.   Let’s eat, Grandma. 
G12 I can use inverted commas. 

W7 I can use preposition phrases to add detail, 
qualification and precision. 
Beneath the waves, a terrible shape was silkily gliding 
towards the beach. 
W6 I can use adverbs to add detail, qualification and 
precision. 
The child tiptoed awkwardly across the wooden floor. 
W5 I can use expanded noun phrases to add detail, 
qualification and precision. 
The silent, creeping menace crept towards the 
stranded, anxious child. 
W4 I can use vocabulary that reflects the level of 
formality required. 
“This whole debacle does strike me as rather odd, old 
fruit!” Sir Henry balked, bumptiously. 
Further to your notice of February 3rd, I write to 
inform you of my impending resignation. 

H4 I can write 
legibly, fluently 
and with 
increasing 
speed, 
choosing 
whether or not 
join to specific 
letters. 
 

S4 I can 
spell most 
Year 5-6 
words 
correctly. 

P5 I can confidently and consistently 
use the main features of a range of text 
types. 
P4 I can include some significant 
interaction between characters 
through action, description, and 
characters responses. The valiant knight 

thrust his sword into the blackguard’s chest. 
A whimpering sound emerged from the 
fallen warrior. 

P3 In my writing, the setting is used to 
create mood. 
The storm lashed the cliff-face... 

P2 In my writing, characterisation is 
evident, through both direct and 
reported speech. 
He told me to shove off. 

O7 I can use shifts in time and place to 
create plots with more than one narrative 
thread.  Two characters after the same goal in 

different settings. (On the other side of the 
forest…) 

O6 I can use paragraphs to signal a change 
in time, scene, action, mood or person. 
O5 I can use subordinate and embedded 
clauses to write varied sentences. The dog, 

whose name was Bruce, stole the sausage. Feeling 
like a ballet dancer, I glided across the room. 

O4 I can link sentences within a paragraph. 
Secondly, in addition, furthermore. 

O3 I can adapt my sentence structure to the 
text type. 
Narrative – Imagine 3 examples. 
Newspaper – Some; others 

G11  I can use commas to clarify meaning or avoid 
ambiguity. A panda eats shoot and leaves.  

G10 I can use relative/embedded clauses beginning with; 
who, which, where, when, whose and that. 
G9 I can ensure the consistent and correct use of tense 
throughout a piece of writing. Tenses: past tense for a story, 

present tense for dialogue; Impact: ‘Today the racoon is safe, but 
who knows what tomorrow will bring?’ Verb Forms: bite, bit, bitten, 
bites, biting. 

G8 I can use a colon to introduce a list and semi-colon 
within a list. 
G7 I can proof-read to check for errors in spelling, grammar 
and punctuation. 
 

W3 I can use a range of similes, personification and 
metaphors to deliberately affect the reader. 
W2 I can choose words for deliberate effect on the 
reader. Scientists have discovered that the salt in sea water 

can engulf and infect your eyes, making them bulge and itch 

W1 I can choose words and phrases that both engage 
the reader and support the purpose. Shadows from the 

forest stretched out like bony fingers all around me. 

H3 I can choose 
the writing 
implement best 
suited for a 
task. Quick 

notes, letters 

 
H2 I can decide 
whether or not 
to join specific 
letters. Final 

handwritten 
version, writing 
notes, labelling a 
diagram, capital 
letters for filling 
in a form. 

S3 I can 
spell some 
Year 5-6 
words 
correctly. 

 

P1 I can describe settings and 
characters. 
The rugged climate was completely 
inhospitable, howling winds tearing 
across the open valleys and down into 
the unprotected dell.  

O2 I can use paragraphs to organise ideas. 
A topic for each paragraph with a fully-
developed discourse thereon. 
O1 I can link sentences within a paragraph 
using some cohesive devices. 
However… 
Although… 
Despite… 

G6 I can use different verb forms mostly accurately. 
had   have   having  has 
began   begun   beginning  begin 
G5 I can use co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 
He stared hard into the fog but couldn’t see a thing. (co-
ordinating) 
They tore open the presents because they simply couldn’t 
wait. (subordinating) 
G4 I can use commas for lists. 
G3 I can use apostrophes for contraction. 
G2 can use question marks, exclamation marks. 
G1 I can use capital letters and full stops. 

 H1 My 
handwriting is 
joined and 
legible. 

S2 I can 
spell some 
Year 5-6 
words 
correctly. 
 
S1 I can 
spell most 
Year 3-4 
words 
correctly. 

 


