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PARKFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
WRITING TARGETS 

Year 3 

Purpose Organisation Grammar Vocabulary Handwriting Spellings 

P6  My dialogue can be used to advance the 
action. 
“It’s you I’ve waited for all this time and this is 
where it ends!” 

P5 Characterisation is evident through direct 
and reported speech. 
For once in his life, he decided to tell the bullies 
exactly what he thought of them. 

P4 My writing has atmosphere and tension. 
Use setting and weather as a ‘sympathetic 
background’ to the characters’ situations. 
Thunderstorm for the dangerous parts with the sun 
coming out when all is well. 
 

O9 I can use a wide range of cohesive devices, 
including adverbials, within and across sentences 
and paragraphs. 
On the other hand… 
Although they knew what was to come… 
Despite this reasoning, however… 
To be used as a matter of course. 
O8 I can use a wide range of clause structures, 
varying their positions within a sentence. 
Subordinate clauses at the beginning, end and 
embedded; multi-clause sentences 
To be used as a matter of course. 

G18 I can use passive verbs mostly appropriately. 
“The children are to be taken to the coach 
forthwith!” 
G17 I can use brackets, dashes or commas to 
indicate parenthesis, mostly accurately. 
Do not dip your bread (or roll) in the soup. 
The rocket – poised to depart – began to rumble. 
G16 I can use modal verbs to illustrate possibilities, 
mostly appropriately.  
Should this decision go through, we shall embark on 
a virulent campaign of protest. 
13 I can make some correct use of semi-colons, 
dashes, colons and hyphens. 
It’s raining; I’m fed up! This was it: the real deal. 
G15 I can use commas to clarify meaning. 
The dog, racing through the streets, tail wagging, suddenly 
stopped and looked to the hills.   Let’s eat, Grandma. 

G14 I can use inverted commas. 

W9 I can use preposition phrases to add 
detail, qualification and precision. 
Beneath the waves, a terrible shape was 
silkily gliding towards the beach. 
W8 I can use adverbs to add detail, 
qualification and precision. 
The child tiptoed awkwardly across the 
wooden floor. 
W7 I can use expanded noun phrases to 
add detail, qualification and precision. 
The silent, creeping menace crept 
towards the stranded, anxious child. 
W6 I can use vocabulary that reflects the 
level of formality required. 
Further to your notice of February 3rd, I 
write to inform you of my impending 
resignation. 

H4 I can write 
legibly, fluently and 
with increasing 
speed, choosing 
whether or not join 
to specific letters. 
 

S3 I can 
spell most 
Year 5-6 
words 
correctly. 

P3 I can include details to add an element of 
humour, surprise or suspense. 
 Jenny flew down the stairs excitedly, missing every 
single step and landing with a happy bump; 
Behind the door, I saw the figure emerge. I couldn’t 
believe who it was. No. Not him. 

P2 Some evidence of viewpoint/narrator is 
established.  I think it’s good to exercise a lot; John 

felt that dad was cruel to the dog. 

 
 
 

07 My paragraphs open with topic sentences. 
O6 I can use paragraphing in narrative for a new 
location in a story. 
O5 I can vary my sentence structure by using 
different openers. ed-ing-ly 

O4 I can group similar information together in 
paragraphs in non-fiction writing. The Ancient Greeks 

invented the Olympic Games. Only men could take part. The 
competition included javelin and discus. 

O3 I can use headings and sub-headings.  

G13 I can write multi-clause sentences to clarify 
relationships in time and place. Meanwhile, during, 

while, until, on the other side of the bridge…. 
G12 I can use a wider range of conjunctions and 
adverbs. When, then, if, yet, because, although, while, so 

and however. 

G11 I can confidently write in the 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
person. 
G10 I am starting to punctuate direct speech. “What 

time is it?” asked James. 

G9 I can use prepositions correctly Before, after, during, 

in, because of. 

G8 I can use a and an correctly. a rock, an open box 

G7 I can proof-read to check for errors in spelling, 
grammar and punctuation. 

W5 I can use personification to describe 
weather. The trees were waving at the 

passers-by. 

W4 My vocabulary is interesting and 
appropriate. Adding adjectives, adverbs and 

powerful verbs. ‘The wind howled through the 
leafless trees.’ 

W3 I can modify nouns by one or more 
precise adjectives. A loud, wailing sound. 

W2 I can use detail to clarify information. 
The most distant tree seemed to have a life of 
its own. 

W1 I can use onomatopoeia. 
Thud! He landed painfully. 

H3 Downstrokes of 
letters are parallel 
and equidistant. 
 
 
H2 Lines of writing 
are spaced 
sufficiently so that 
ascenders and 
descenders of 
letters do not touch. 

S2 I can 
spell most 
Year 3 
words 
correctly. 

 

P1 I can describe settings and characters. 
The rugged climate was completely 
inhospitable, howling winds tearing across the 
open valleys and down into the unprotected 
dell.  

O2 I can use paragraphs to organise ideas. 
A topic for each paragraph with a fully-developed 
discourse thereon. 
O1 I can link sentences within a paragraph using 
some cohesive devices. 
However… 
Although… 
Despite… 

G6 I can use different verb forms mostly accurately. 
had   have   having  has 
began   begun   beginning  begin 
G5 I can use co-ordinating and subordinating 
conjunctions. 
He stared hard into the fog but couldn’t see a thing. 
(co-ordinating) 
They tore open the presents because they simply 
couldn’t wait. (subordinating) 
G4 I can use commas for lists. 
G3 I can use apostrophes for contraction. 
G2 can use question marks, exclamation marks. 
G1 I can use capital letters and full stops. 

 H1 My handwriting 
is joined and legible. 

S1 I can 
spell some 
Year 3 
words 
correctly. 

 


