
Kenya’s Climate 
 

Kenya has a savanna climate because it is located on the Equator, an 

imaginary circle around the exact middle of the Earth. 

 

The savanna climate has two seasons each year: a long dry season and a 

shorter wet season. In the wet season, about 60cm of rain can fall and it 

can rain for many hours each day. However, in the dry season, just a few 

centimetres of rain might fall. It is during the dry season that water holes 

dry up and you see animals sneaking in to get a sip of water while trying to 

avoid crocodiles waiting to attack them.  

 

The savanna stays very warm all year. It cools down some during the dry season, but stays warm and 

humid during the rainy season. The temperatures range from 20 to 30°C. 

 

The landscape of the savanna is lots of grasslands with scattered trees and shrubs. 

 

Fires are an important part of the savanna. During the dry season fires clear out old dead grass and make 

way for new growth. Most of the plants will survive because they have extensive root systems that allow 

them to grow back quickly after a fire. The trees have thick bark which helps them to survive. The animals 

generally can run to escape the fire. Some animals burrow deep into the ground to survive. Insects 

generally die by the millions in a fire, but this provides a feast to many birds and animals. 

 

There are often large herds of grazing animals on the savanna that thrive on the abundance of grass and 

trees. 

 

 Lions - can grow up to ten feet long. They live in groups called prides. The males are larger than the 

females and have a shaggy mane. 

 African elephants - are the largest land mammals on earth and can weigh up to twenty thousand 

pounds. 

 Cheetahs- are the fastest land animals in the world. In short spurts they can reach a speed of 

seventy miles per hour. 

 Zebras - roam the savanna in large herds eating grass. Their senses are very keen which helps them 

avoid being caught by predators. 

 Cape buffalo - This aggressive large bovine is very unpredictable and dangerous. They kill over two 

hundred people on average every year. It is a popular target for hunting safaris. 

 Giraffes - are the tallest animals in the world 

reaching up to twenty feet tall. Their long 

necks help them reach the leaves at the tops 

of trees where other animals cannot reach. 

One of their favourite trees to eat leaves 

from is the acacia. 


